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An Account of fume of the Natural things^ mth which the Intel- 
ligent andlnquifitive Signor Paulo Bocconc, of Sicily, hath 
lately prefented ths Royal Societyyand enriched their Repofi-^ 
torj. 

A MoDgft the many curiofiticsj makiog up this handfom 
jf\ Prclent^ we Ihall here particularly take notice of thcic 
following ; 

I. Oftheun-common pieces of C<7r^/ red and white; of 
both which feme arc ramified in iblid mafly bodies ; others 
(the rarer fort,) arc Gorallin incruftations upon truly wood- 
den and brarchy fticks->aod do terminate in fmall and tender 
Gorallin buttons or flowers 5 in feme of which the Prefenter 
affirmed to havCj upon fqucczing thetu/ound a laCieom Juice. 
Himfelf having been prelent at the Coral-fifiiing io theChan- 
nel oi Mejjina^ which feparates Calabria from ^y/d/y^relates in 
aletterof his, written 00 that fubjeftto Signor Marchetti^ 
ProfcfibroftheMathematiquesat Pz/^Tj that, before the Co- 
ral-fiihers drew their nets out of the water, he immcrfed 
his hand and arm into the Sea to feel;, whether the Coral was 
(oft under the water before it was drawn up into the air, and 
found it altogether hard, except the round end, above-men- 
lioned under the name of button ; which having been bruifed 
mih his nails, he found it made up of five or tm little cells, 
luU of a white and fomewhat mucilaginous iiquor^refembling 
rhat milky Juice, found in Summer in the long cods of the 
herb-^ C2i\Yd Fluvia/upijianafoliis de^ticulatif^ fpoken of by 
Joh.Bauhinus^ This Gorallin juice he cM$Leven, becaufe 
havioj tafted it himfelf, as well as the Mariners did, they 
always found it of a fliarpand adftriogcnt tafie, in fuch pie- 
ces as came recently out of the Sea; thofe that are dried 
loc/fiogihat part of the tafie which is acrimonious, and re- 
taining only thar which is adftriogent : Which change of 
rafle he affirms 10 be made in about fin hours after the Ccral 
hath been drawn up ^ io which time alfo the faid Leveo, that 
fsiDclofedia the pores, isdried^ and hath changed its co- 
lour. He iQclioes flrongly to the opifiion cf thofe who con- 
ct^Ive^thst theloiig concoCHon of the ferment fixes the paris^ 
and produces the red coloufj cfpecially being near to the 
hard coral^aod the red vermillion^which furrounds if. 



( ^^59 ) 
This Obfervcr^ baviog cqgagcd the ingcmous Monficur 
GuifoHy to imp^^Tt to him his thoughts concerning that famous 
Qntfkion^Whetber Coral be a Fej^et4Ue ^ received for aofwcr. 
That 'tis fofar from being a Plant, that 'tis a ineer MiocraU 
compoled of much Salt and a little £arth$ and that 'tis form'd 
iatotbat fubftauce by a prccipitauon of diyets Salts, thatcn- 
fties upon the encounter of the Earth with thofe Salts; after 
the manner of the known Metallique Tree, which in a very 
little time is form'd and increafed by the fetling and combioa- 
tion of Mercury and Silver, diffolv'd in Jquafortis^znA after- 
wards caft into comnion water; the parts of this Mineral and 
Metal joining themfclvcs to one another. Which thing alfo 
happens in fomefubterraneous Grotto\where by a continual 
and long fall of water-drops many forts of figures^and, a- 
mongft them, ihapes of little trees are formed. This fenti- 
roent he confirms by alledging^that he can (hew a Salt of Co^ 
ral,which,being caft into water^and there diflblvf d, upon the 
evaporation of that water by a gentle heat is prcfently coa- 
gulated, and converted ioto ftore of fmall fticksj refembling 

a little forreft* 

a^ Acertain ftony fubftance, that is fiffile, and hath the 
ictntoHitumen^ complicated and laid together membran- 
like, and found in the /:^^/e^« mountains of Sicily, near Mi^ 
hlU^ neighbouring upon the town oiAHguBa^ and the ancient 
M^gara^ Being burnt in a Candle, the bituminous fcnell will 
foon be perceived ; and 'cis'aiirm'd^that this llony body^ be- 
ing recently ftver'd from its mine and bed, is icxible like pa* 
>er; but being long exfKjfed to the Air and Surig becomes 
raDgiblc. And the herbs^ that grow on this ftooeido infinu- 
ate ti^ir fibers and roots between the fevcral coats of the 
fame. It may deftrve to have its ufes examioed| there be- 
ing found whole hillocks coverd with it, 

§. A not ordinaryjS^ini-^i^^ or Leechi found fticking friO: 
inthefifh mWtdk Xifhim ot Sword-fiOi^flightly meniicn'd by 
Cifrer in his book de Jquatilibm^ and Johf$ji^^'m h'^ iiuok de 
fifcihm^ Our Prefeoter gives it theoame .:i liir;i^/i?or Acm 
cmM ulrinqm pmnatk^ bccaufe of its working it f^*lf into ihs 
flefh.aad fucking the blcod of the faid Fifb.rlc: dcfc/ibe> ir to 
be of about four inches long ; the btHy of it white^c-.^rtilap.i* 

OCT'S 



r, 



nous and tranrparent 5 without eyes or head (that he could 
obferve,^ but io dead of a head,tt hath a hollow foout encoin- 
pafled with a very hard mcmbranej differmg in colour and 
fubftance from the belly 5 which foout it thrufts whole into 
the body of the fifli, (as ftrongly as an auger is wound into a 
piece of wood,) and fills it full of blood unto the very ori- 
fice. It hath a tail fhaped like a feather, ferviog for its moti- 
on,aDd,under it, two filaments or flender fibres, longer than 
the.whole Infcd, whereby, it fcems, it clings about ftones or 
hcrbsjand flicks the clofer in the body of the Sword-fifh 5 of 
which it attacks thofe parts only, where the fins of the filb 
cannot touch or trouble it 5 the Obfcrver affirming, that he 
hath often found it ftickiog in the back and in the belly, and 
fometimcs clofe to the head,fometimes clofe to the tail of that 
fiflijbut always far enough from the fins. Within its belly he 
noted fome veflels^like fmall guts.reaching from one end of it 
to the other, which by the prcfTure of his nail he made reach 
to the orifice of the fnour, whence they retired back of them- 
fclves to their natural fcituation 5 they feeming tobethein- 
ftrumcots for fucking the blood, becaufe the fnout is io it felf 
an ctnpty part.deftitute of fibres and valves to draw and fuck 
with i whereas thefeveflfels have a motion re fembling that of 
a puT.pjin which the fiioutof this animal ferves for a fucker, 
drawing th« blood from one end to the other : And the belly 
of this Infedl being framed ring-wife, the ftrufture ferves to 
thruft thefaid inner vtffels uoto the-orifice of the trunk, and 
to draw them back again. This creature as it torments the 
SwordfiOi , lb it is,by our Oblervers relation,vexcd it felf by 
another Infeftjwhich h^ calls a LoTvfe,oUn afh colour, faftned 
towards the tail of this Leech as fcrmly, as a fea-faaii is to a 
rock.'Tis of the blgnefs of a pea.aod hath an opeDiog,whence 
come our many fmall winding and hairy threds. It hath not 
betn chferved, (as far as our Author could learn,) 
ro trouble, or \o be upon, any other animal than this 
Leech. 

4. A parcel of i"-*/ Armoniac^ brought away from Sicilj^ 
where it had been gathered in the late fiery Eruption cf 
Mouur ^tna, having been there toup-d copiou(ly,fome days 
afer that the fire was extlnguifht, upon the furface of that 
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ftrruginous matter which was left of the burnt mincralstThis 
Salt) hefaitb, was feme of it as yellow as faHron^ feme like cu 
tron^colour, (bme white^ aod fonic grecoifli 5 which colors 
though they may fcem to come from the feveral forts of Miots 
of IroDjBrafsj&c whence thcSak ifluesiyet confidcriog theEx- 
periment made with it by Signor Bowelli in his Hiftory of the 
late Burning of j^tna (of which an Account was given in 
Wf^^^.7f^ofihere Traits,) it was a Faftitious Sair, fuch as is 
fold in (hops, being a concrete of Niter^ Sulphur and Vitriol 
burnt and fublimed. For, it fcems^ when he found fo great 
a plenty of this Salt^ and had heard, that the force of Gun* 
powder was highly incrcaftd by the mixture oiSalArmoniac^ 
and thence conceived, that this Salt might have much con- 
tributed to the conflagration of this Mountain^ and to the 
fufion of the fabulous,and the fluxing of the vitreous matter 5 
he, for a trya!, added fome of this Sd Armoniac to pulveri* 
fed ftilphur and niter 5 but founds to his amazement, that it 
was fb far from being kindled by fire, that it manifeftly hin* 
drcd the accenfion of ihcBrimftonc and Salt- peter, which 
were even extinguifh't by it as if water had been po wr'd on 
them : And the fame happened, upon the addition of pow- 
dered coals, wont to be mix'd in common gun-powder* 
Which Experiment, he adds j made him fufpeft, that this iS^^/ 
Armoniac^ found about Mtna^ had not been exiftcnt in thofc 
caverns from the beginning, but that 'tis faftitious, as was 

hinted above. 

For the other particulars of this Prefent , ccnfifting of 
many Figurd Stones^ sheUt^ Glojfo-petra^^ Fijhei^ Plant s^Mi-^ 
«erJBe2sa4r^f of Sicily, Sec, we fhall not here enlarge upon 
them, as being already dcfcribed ia many Authors. 



l.mx 



